

ADOPTED 10/14/08


Introduced by Council Member Johnson: 

RESOLUTION 2008-901-A
A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING DUVAL COUNTY VOTERS TO EXERCISE THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO VOTE DURING EARLY VOTING FROM MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2008 THROUGH SUNDAY NOVEMBER 2, 2008; IDENTIFYING THE DATES, TIMES AND LOCATIONS FOR THE 15 EARLY VOTING SITES; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE;  PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the right to vote is a constitutional right; and 
WHEREAS, voter participation during this presidential election is expected to be extremely high; and 

WHEREAS, in anticipation of the high turnout, the City Council enacted Ordinance 2008-384-E establishing 15 early voting locations and encouraging the Duval County electorate to take full advantage of early voting sites; and 

WHEREAS, the Duval County Elections Advisory Panel “EAP”, a bi-partisan group of citizens appointed by the Mayor, City Council and Supervisor of Elections, at their September meeting requested that the City Council introduce legislation strongly encouraging voters to cast their ballots during the early voting period; and 

WHEREAS,  EAP expressed their high level of confidence that early voting, combined with absentee voting, will alleviate election day pressures on precincts and improve the voting experience countywide; now therefore 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville: 

Section 1.

Encouraging Early Voting. The City of Jacksonville hereby encourages the electorate to exercise their constitutional right to vote, and especially encourages the electorate to utilize the early voting locations identified in Section 2 below from Monday, October 20, 2008 though Sunday, November 2, 2008. 
Section 2.

Identifying locations, dates and times of early voting.  The City Council for ease of reference provides a list of the following locations of the early voting sites.  These locations will be open for early voting from Monday, October 20 through Sunday, November 2, 2008, Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.: 
1)
Supervisor of Elections Main Office, 

105 E Monroe St, Jacksonville, FL 32202

2)
Beaches Regional Library, 

600 3rd St., Neptune Beach, FL 32266

3)
Election Center

5200 Norwood Ave, Jacksonville, FL 32208

4)
Highlands Regional Library

1826 Dunn Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32218

5)
Mandarin Regional Library

3330 Kori Road, Jacksonville, FL 32257

6)
West Regional Branch Library

1425 Chaffee Rd South, Jacksonville, FL 32221
7)
Charles Webb Wesconnett Regional Library

6887 103rd St, Jacksonville, FL 32210

8)
Regency Square Regional Library

9900 Regency Square Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32225

9)
Southeast Regional Library

10599 Deerwood Park Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32256

10)
South Mandarin Regional Library

12125 San Jose Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32223
11)
Argyle Branch Library

7973 Old Middleburg Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32222
12)
Pablo Creek Regional Library

13295 Beach Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32246

13)
Bradham Brooks Northwest Branch
1755 Edgewood Avenue W, Jacksonville, FL 32208
14)
Murray Hill Branch Library

918 Edgewood Ave S, Jacksonville, FL 32205
15)
University Park Branch Library


3435 University Blvd N, Jacksonville, FL 32277
Section 3.  
Requesting Emergency Passage, Pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency. Emergency passage of this legislation is requested because the early voting locations will open for voting on October 20, 2008 only six days after the first reading of this resolution. 

Section 4. 
Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:  Margaret M. Sidman
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